
Dear Family, 
 
Someone has said, “The only one who 
likes change is a baby with a dirty dia-
per and the baby cries the whole time  it 
is being changed.” 
 
Change is coming to Ebenezer, but since 
I have been here, we have had change. 
 
I recall the first few months I was here, I 
tried to visit in each home of the then 
known membership. I asked them what 
they were looking for in a church and 
what did they want Ebenezer to be? 
 
I remember some of our dear ladies 
saying unequivocally that they wanted 
to grow.  
 
There was an urgency in their voices. A 
neighborhood church was dying. These 
women loved this church; they did not 
want Ebenezer church to die. 
 
I also remember that I looked them 
straight in the eye and said, “If we want 
to grow, we will have to change.” 
 
And change we did! We nurtured neigh-
borhood kids with sports and arts minis-
tries, we did Disciple Bible studies, 
some took the Road to Emmaus, we 
grew a phenomenal music ministry and 
we ate in each other’s homes and de-
veloped relationships that have lasted 
decades. 

WITH GOD AND EACH OTHER, WE DID 
GREAT THINGS! 
 
We grew a great staff. 
 
We envisioned a Family Life Cen-
ter...and that changed the way we en-
gaged in missions and ministry. 
 
We did change; we did grow! 
 
You put up with Yankee preacher...you 
patiently taught me how to be a pastor 
of change. 
 
And there is more change coming. A 
new pastor is coming and will inevitably 

bring with him suggestions for change. 
 
Your old Shepherd says, “Embrace the 
new Spirit-led changes as you have for 
so many years. Give to your next pastor 
the gift of 
change as you 
have given to 
me. 
 
Sincerely for 
Christ, 
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Please log onto  

Facebook to search 

“Ebenezer United  

Methodist Church” 

and LIKE our page for 

the latest updates. 

Contact Lou Pollard at 

lbpollard@aol.com to 

have your event  

added to our page. 

APRIL 

BIRTHDAYS  

26—Jim Wilson 
27—Ainslie Lowe 
28—Amber Keesee 
         Joey Mejia 
         Landen Quist 
         Athena Rhodes 
29—Kelly Carson 
         Tucker Millikin 
30—Barbara Bass 
         Leigh Bennett 
         Judy Haller-Kuklock 
    
         

I n  T o u c h  

  

 1— Carol Weidmann 
 2—Esther Hall 
 4—Aaron Roehrs 
 5 – Susie Gay  
        James Morrison 
        Nathan Ruehl 
 7—Sandra Johnston 
       Cody McQueen 
 8—Connor Smith 
        Bill Pollard 
 9—Guy Brock 
 10– Samuel Compton 
        Carter Holst  
 
 

 11– Kimmy Dentel 
         Robin Price 
         Rick Zuerlein 
12—Rick Liszka 
15—Larry Smith 
20—Brady Horton 
         Roberta Norton 
         Danna Vroman 
22—JoAnne Thomas 
23—Elise Kennett 
         Bob Murrell 
24—Jeni Millikin 
         Ariana Mahek 
25—Jillian Churchwell 
         Barbara Morgan   
         Jane Schaubach 

2—Tommy & Maria Nichols 
5—Wayne & Cathy Redmon 
6—Dan & Bev Williams 
7—Dwight & Jane Schaubach 
30—Ray & Connie Schau 

A LOVE EXPLOSION 

“Mommy, if Jesus comes to live inside my heart, will I explode?” One of missionary 
Katie Davis’ adopted daughters surprised her with that questions as they headed to 
the Nile River for some baptisms. 
 
Although David immediately replied, “No!” she later realized: “That is exactly what 
we should do if Jesus comes to live inside our hearts. We will explode with love, with 
compassion, with hurt for those who are hurting, and with joy for those who rejoice. 
We will explode with a desire to be more, to be better, to be close to the One who 
made us.” 
 
-adapted from  Kisses from Katie (NewsletterNewsletter April 2016) 
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I n  T o u c h  

The JOY CLUB (Just Older Youth (50+)) provides a social outlet for our church family and 
friends through activities and outings.   Listed below are opportunities for the next few 
months.  We hope that you will come & be a part of this group.  Fellowship is an important 
part of our Christian life and the JOY CLUB offers this opportunity.     

SAVE THE DATES               
        

            April 13 LanternAsia, Norfolk Botanical Gardens, Norfolk. 
   Leave church at 6:50pm. There is no tram running at night 
   for those who need assistance.  Cost :   $15.00 non-member 
 
 May 21 Victory Rover—Naval Base Tour 
   2-hr narrated cruise from Nauticus through the Elizabeth River and  
    Hampton Roads Harbor. Handicap accessible. Cost: $22.00—cruise only;           
   $33– cruise, Nauticus, battleship; Reservation deadline by 5/8/16 
 
 June (tba) Picnic at Sandra Johnston’s on the river 
 
If you have any questions or want to place a reservation, please call me 484-2054—Janie 
Murrell or 365-0134—Rich Corey. 

CLUB 

Just   Older   Youth 

“Aging is not lost youth but a new stage of opportunity and strength.” - Betty Friedan 
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I n  T o u c h  

WE CARE 

Come and join the We Care friends who have a talent for knitting, crocheting or sew-
ing as an outreach serving families and friends who are hurting. Complete kits are 
available in each church building for our members to make at home as well as fin-
ished projects to take when they know of a need. We thank the anonymous contri-
bution left in the cradle in March. 
 
JOIN us on the 2nd Tuesday of each month to see how you can help. Next meeting 
in the FLC IS April 12, 2016 from 10-12 noon. We can’t forget that… 
our hands serve Christ. –Janie Murrell 

  EBENEZER SPRING CRAFT & VENDOR SHOW 
         

           

 

 

 

So far, a few of our vendors are Party Lite, Jam Berry, LulaRoe, and Origami Owl 

and we have a great variety of homemade items...jewelry, woodcrafts, art work, etc. 

And don’t forget...our Youth will be selling homemade BAKED GOODS!!! 

 

Registration Form available at www.ebumc.net      

$40 for Space/ $5 for Electricity (optional) or for Table (optional) 

Check or cash must be received to secure space. 

             CONTACT: athenaeumc@gmail.com  

               (757-748-4811) 

April 16th from 10-3 

In the Family Life Center 

Vendor/Crafter spaces limited.  
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One church…One heart…150 years of relationships 

This year marks the 150
th
 anniversary of the founding of Ebenezer and affords us a 

once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to look back in remembrance and forward with excitement 

as we begin our journey through the next 150 years.   

While the church has been located in different places around the community, shepherd-

ed by different pastors, carried out many ministries and has even taken on different 

looks as a church, two things have been constant in the 150-year life of Ebenezer – the 

indwelling of God in our church and the many relationships built, in serving Him, all of 

these many years.  Ebenezer has a legacy of many faces and many relationships to 

bridge, and that is no easy task.   

This is where you come in!  You represent the past, present and the future of Ebenezer 

and we would like you to share your memories and dreams, in picture form, with us in 

this special year.  We are in preparation, using the moving wall sections in the FLC, of 

creating a wall of Ebenezer’s relationships – past, present and future – and God’s bless-

ings. 

Please start looking through your photo albums, scrapbooks, computer files and shoe 

boxes for your favorite photos of the faces and events – the relationships – which have 

made Ebenezer ‘the rock’ and cornerstone of the local community.    

Please label all photos with your name and phone number.  When possible, cop-
ies of photos are preferred.  Photos may be dropped off in the specially decorated 
boxes in the church lobby and FLC.  They may also be given to Linda Patton or 

Chris Keltner or sent by email to cokeltner@aol.com. 

 

Limited Time Offer 

150th Anniversary 

T-shirts and Polos 

(On Sale Now!!) 

Some samples availa-
ble in each building. 

Contact Chris Keltner 
for more info on how 

to order. 
 

cokeltner@aol.com 

mailto:cokeltner@aol.com
mailto:cokeltner@aol.com
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ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION WEEKEND 

SATURDAY, JUNE 25TH & SUNDAY, JUNE 26TH 

Here are some of the exciting things planned… 

Saturday, June 25th 7:00 p.m. —LOOKING BACK 

 Videos with some of our Seniors and Younger Adults sharing their 

memories and dreams for Ebenezer’s future 

 Solid Rock Vocal Band 

 Special Message—Rev. Matt Pearson (son of Dennis & Katherine 

Pearson) 

 Dessert social 

Sunday, June 26th —OUR HISTORY AND OUR FUTURE 

 An Historical re-enactment under the Brush Arbor (9:30 a.m.) 

 Dedication of the Prayer Garden (9:30 a.m.) 

 Worship Service with guest preacher Rev.  Dr. Joel LeMon (10:30 

a.m.) followed by a catered lunch 

 Passing the Baton 

Invitations with RSVP cards will be going out this month. 
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 The Missions Corner 
Our next meeting:   

Wednesday, April 20th 
7 PM 

in Room 127, FLC 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

Ordering Deadlines for April 
 

Mail-In:  Tuesday, April 12th @ 2 PM 
Walk-In:  Wednesday, April 13th @ 2 PM 

Online ordering:  Wednesday, April 13th @ 11:59 PM 
Distribution:  Saturday, April 23rd from 10-11 AM 

Thank you for lending your hearts, hands and feet in an 

effort to stop hunger. 

 

Your generous giving of time allowed us to package food for 

use in feeding the hungry around the world. 

 

Thank you for being there and being Hope! 
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You are invited to come and worship  
the Lord through  

Prayer and  Thanksgiving on: 

  

    Tuesdays                      Wednesdays  Wednesdays  

    1:00-1:30 PM               6:00-6:30 AM  7-8:00 PM 

    Chapel, Rm 5                Sanctuary    Chapel, Rm. 5 

UNITED METHODIST MEN’S BREAKFAST 

                        MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST 

Sunday, April 10 

7:30-8:30 a.m. 

Room 7 (main building) 

 

You are invited to join us for prayer, fellowship, and food.  

Steve Mitchell will be our guest speaker and will share his story  

of how the power of prayer helped  him defeat pancreatic cancer. 

ALL MEN are invited...members, non-members,  

friends, neighbors, guests! 

Kudos to all those who participated in the “Living Last Supper” production on Palm 

Sunday...what a touching service. Special thanks to Richard Rhodes for agreeing to 

be the director and to the Chancel Choir for their poignant selections.  Other than 

needing more time between the services to accommodate better parking options, we 

pulled it off with few glitches! Hallelujah!  (If we touched one person, then we have 

done a great thing!!!) 



P a g e  9  

I n  T o u c h  

As most of you know by now, Pastor Carl LeMon will be retiring  and Pastor Brent Seusy will be 
leaving behind his pastoral duties to be a Christian counselor culminating at the end of June. 
  

We now know that they will be ‘passing the baton’ to Pastor Won G. Lee. While we hate to say 
goodbye to Pastors Carl & Brent, we eagerly look forward to having Pastor Won and his young 
family be a part of what God has in store for us as a faithful stronghold in this community. 
  
Please continue to pray for God to touch each and every heart that his disciples here at Ebenezer 
might continue to hunger for God’s Word, be open to change, and be welcoming to this young 
family that he is sending to continue  preaching and reaching out to our community and the 
world.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WON G. LEE 

Born and reared in Inchon, Korea (near capital city of Seoul) Won Lee grew up in the Korean 
Methodist Church and received his calling to ministry when he was twelve years old.  Perhaps his 
calling was influenced by his grandfather who had served as a pastor of Korean Methodist Church 
for over 45 years. 

Following his completion of Bachelor of Arts degree in Theology at Methodist University in Seoul 
Korea, Won Lee came to America in 2002 and enrolled at Wesley Theological Seminary in Wash-
ington D. C. to further his theological training.  Upon his graduation with a Master of Divinity De-
gree in 2005 he was received into the Virginia Conference.  His pastoral appointments include:  

Associate pastor at Fredericksburg UMC on the Fredericksburg District (2012 – present). 

Cumberland UMC on the Farmville District (2007 - 2012) 

First Korean UMC on the Arlington District (2005 - 2007) 

Pastor Won is currently serving on the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry and on the Asian 
American Minister’s Association Executive Board as vice president. 

Pastor Won is married to Young Lee and they have two boys, Elliot (4 years old) and Eric (5 
months old). Pastor Won and his family are eagerly looking forward to our shared journey of liv-
ing into God’s vision as witnesses of Jesus Christ at Ebenezer United Methodist Church. 
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Saturday, April 9th 
6-8:00pm 

Family Life Center 
 

We’ve got lots of ‘unique’ talent lined up. 
Come for a night of fun and fellowship...invite a friend! 

 
Your donations for your favorite act will determine the winner! 

So come prepared to give a little LOVE (money) to help support our 
youth as they go out in mission to Rhode Island this summer. If you 
can’t make it to the show, you may make a donation to EUMC with a 
note: Youth. 
 

       

 

 
 

April 3—Sunday School, 11:00 
                Youth Skit Practice, 6-7:30pm 

April 8—Friday, Rehearsal for Show, 5:30pm 

April 9—Saturday, Ebenezer’s Got Talent, 6pm—bring some Bake Sale items to sell, come   
                 about 5:30pm 

April 10—Sunday School, 11:00 — No Youth Group 

April 16—Saturday, Craft/Vendor Sale, 9-3pm—Bake Sale items needed! 

April 17—Sunday School, 11:00 
 

April 24—Sunday School, 11:00; NO youth group 

 

Y 

  0 

   U 

     T 

       H 
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Before and after school care for Oakland and Isle of Wight Academy schools available as well. Full and part-

time rates available. 

Summer Camp is open to children 3yrs—3rd grade. Weekly themes, fun, games and a great place to chill for 

the summer! We are heading to the Summer ‘Olympics’! Learn about some other countries and games they 

play, food they eat and crafts they make. 

 
Contact Connie Schau  connie@ebenezerchurch.net 

SUMMER AND FALL PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION 

Ebenezer Christian Academy Registration Now Open! 

Fall Preschool for children 2 1/2 –5 years for Fall 2016!  

APRIL “WIPES & DIAPERS” SHOWER 

                   Show your Love and Support to Brent, Tricia and the Seusy Twins! 

 

The “Floating Shower” will begin directly after the 9:30 service on April 10, 2016. 

However, if you are unable to attend, drop off boxes will be located in the front foyer  

of the Family Life Center and in the narthex of the main church through 4/10/16. 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for newsletter  submissions for the  

M A Y issue is  

Friday, April  15, 2016. 
 

Send newsletter submissions to: 

sheila@ebenezerchurch.net 
 

Reminder:  All activities requiring the use of church  

facilities must be cleared through the church office.  

1589 Steeple Drive 

Suffolk, Virginia 23433 

 

Phone: (757) 238-2359 

Fax: (757) 238-7765 

E-mail: sheila@ebenezerchurch.net 

Join us in Worship! 

Sunday Worship  

              8:30 AM                     Traditional Worship 

              9:15 AM                     Coffee Fellowship (FLC) 

              9:30 AM                  Christian Education (all ages) 

              9:30 AM                  Contemporary Worship 

             10:30 AM                  Coffee Fellowship (Room 7) 

             10:40 AM                  Adult Christian Education 

             11:00 AM                  Traditional Worship 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 

Special Dates 

The Church that L O V EL O V E  is building...one life at a time. 

 

OPEN MINDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN DOORS” 
 

Please see your church directory for contact information for 

the following church staff or call the church office. 
Carl J. LeMon, Pastor (Traditional) 
carl@ebenezerchurch.net Cell: 334-6599 

Brent Seusy, Pastor (Contemporary)  
brent@ebenezerchurch.net Cell: 617-8007 

Connie Schau, Director of Youth & Preschool 
connie@ebenezerchurch.net Cell: 617-9889 

Athena Rhodes, Director of Primary Christian Ed. 
athenaeumc@gmail.com                                               Cell: 748-4811 

 Doug Shomaker, Director of Music 

 Linda Rodgers, Pianist 

 Connie Palmer, Organist 

 Pam Saks, Nursery Coordinator 

 Jeni Millikin, Director of Contemporary Worship 

 Brett Stoddard, Dir. Sound/Media, Contemporary  
                                        Worship   

    Contact the church office to reach these staff members. 

Sheila Smith, Administrative Assistant 

sheila@ebenezerchurch.net Office: 238-2359 

Office Hours  ||  9- 5  Monday thru Friday 

Our Staff 

Ebenezer’s Got Talent, April 9—6:00 FLC 

United Methodist Men’s Breakfast, April 10—

7:30-8:30am (Rm. 7 main building) 

“Wipes & Diapers” Floating Shower, April 10—

following contemporary worship service 

Craft/Vendor Sale, April 16—9-3:00 FLC 


