
Dear Family, 
 
Are we staying centered? 
  
Years ago when Ray and I were looking 
for a church home,  Ryan and Joey were 
young teens,  Katt was in Kindergarten 
and like most young families, we want-
ed our faith to grow as our family was 
growing.  We had been to several in the 
surrounding area,  we even went to 
Main Street Methodist in Downtown 
Suffolk, my childhood church. Keeping 
in mind we live on the far edge of 
Smithfield.  We just couldn’t find what 
we were looking for until…we came to 
Ebenezer.  A very welcoming group of 
people.  At that time Bryant Bowden 
was beginning a KICK program (Kids In 
Christ’s Kingdom) for the very young,   
there was a confirmation class for the 
boys, a soccer league for the young 
ones and a very young man named Matt 
Pearson that had to be one of the most 
gifted Christian men I had ever come 
across.  At the time the services were 
Traditional and the Senior Pastor, Carl 
LeMon’s sermons really hit the mark.  
Did I mention that Pastor and the Choir 
can sing!  Wow, all the things a young 
family were looking for to connect in 
their faith and fellowship. 
 
Fast forward 15 years and we are still 
here.  The ‘things’ that brought us to 
Ebenezer are still here.  The children 
and youth programs are strong, the 
adult classes are still there, the Sermons 
from our Pastors, both Pastor Carl and 
Pastor Brent are ever evolving and still 
very much on target with today’s socie-
ty and the turmoil or joy that is in our 
world right now!  Many ‘things’ have 
changed…there is a contemporary ser-
vice, a preschool, a giant basketball pro-
gram, many more ‘feed the hungry’ ser-
vice programs…yet one ‘thing’ that has 
stayed ever the same, is not a ‘thing’ at 
all but an intentional part of every pro-
gram…the focus on Christ and growing 

His Kingdom. 
 
For the last nine years I have had the 
joy (seriously) of taking a group of 
young Teens on a mission trip.  They are 
a great group of young men and wom-
en.  And they seem to really understand 
what it means to be ‘the hands and feet 
of Christ’ after one of those trips.  It is 
because of Ebenezer church and their 
support that we have the opportunity 
to make a spiritual impression on the 
youth of today…our adults of tomor-
row. Keeping Christ at the Center of the 
Mission.   It is apparent to me that if we 
ever lose sight of the ultimate meaning 
of why we have a program, do an event, 
or hear a sermon then we no longer are 
‘the church that Christ is building on life 
at a time’.  Even our Basketball program 
has to keep focus on bringing children 
and their families closer in their rela-
tionship to Christ.  Without Him in the 
center of all we do, we are nothing but 
another fun group of people just hang-
ing out together.  
 
So, as we are always heading into the 
future of Ebenezer Church, and the 
changes that are going to surely be 
made, we MUST remember that every-
thing we do, we must do for the greater 
Glory of Christ.  It’s that simple.  He 
must be at the CENTER of all we do and 
all that we say we do as Christians.  
Love each other, love the Children but 
most of all LOVE OUR FATHER!  
 
Stay centered!!!! 
Connie Schau      
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Please log onto  

Facebook to search 

“Ebenezer United  

Methodist Church” 

and LIKE our page for 

the latest updates. 

Contact Lou Pollard at 

lbpollard@aol.com to 

have your event  

added to our page. 

FEBRUARY 

BIRTHDAYS  

 17—Glenn Everette 
          Jacob Sorrentino 
 19—J.J. Dentel 
          Jan Porritt 
          Jack VanStraten 
 20—Nicholas Psimas 
 22—Marie Hill 
          Everette Luecke 
          Michael Saks 
 23—Karen Hazelwood 
          Kirsten Roth 
 24—Lanora Davis 
          Betsy Pollard 
 25—Laura Hickman 
         Brittany Shaw 
 28—Bob Hall 
          Jackson Hawley 

I n  T o u c h  

  

  1—Chris Keltner 
   2—Sandie Ange 
         Christopher Hickman 
         Gill Morgan 
  3—Debbie Green 
        Ben Hickman 
        Meredith Norgard 
  4—Lou Pollard 
        Haley Price 
  5—Jennifer Psimas 
        Romelle Webber 
  6—Jim Bailey 
        Rick Milton 
        Adelle Morgan 
        Jacob Smith 
  7—Berni Harris 
 

  8—Ken Lamonea 
         Bob Murphy 
  9—Olivia Bono 
         Karen Brown 
        Delaney Wright 
 10—Byron Pearson 
         Victoria Peters 
 12—Kay Liszka 
 13—Hailey Quist 
         Wayne Spady 
 14—Betty Bradshaw 
         Michael LePore 
 15—Marie Riddick 
          Jean Scudder 
          Kendra Thompson 
          Suzanne Wright 
 16—Teresa Collette 
          Betty Harrell 

1—David & Karen Jennette        17—John & Connie Yow 
2—Art & Sherry Berkley             18—John & Leigh Bennett 
        Matt & Jennifer Spencer                Bill & Rhonda Steere 
13—Burt & Janet Bronner          20—Scott & April McBride 
14—Andy & Del Brooks              22—Larry & Maxine Zimmerman 
          Steve & Patti Simons          26—Kevin & Robin Nelhuebel 
15—Jim & Lisa Sorrentino   
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The JOY CLUB (Just Older Youth—50+) provides a social outlet for our church family and friends through ac-
tivities and outings. Listed below are opportunities for the next few months. We hope you will come and be a 
part of this group. 
 
Check the schedule below and see if you can plug into one of our activities. 
    

SAVE THE DATES 
 

February  3         Planning Meeting, 9:30a.m. (5) 
 
February 10        *Table Games, 1:00p.m. (FLC) - bring bag lunch and games 
                                                         
February 20        *Table Games, 5:30p.m.  (FLC) - Bring savory and sweet; games  

        
     *Let Janie Murrell know you are planning to come (484-2054)                  

 
March 12            Stop Hunger Now, FLC, EUMC—Sign-ups will be posted at each service 
 
April                    Live Play or movie (TBA) 
 
May                     Smithsonian, Washington DC— Overnight 

CLUB 

Just   Older   Youth 

“I’d rather regret the things I’ve done than regret the things I haven’t done.” ~Lucille Ball 
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I n  T o u c h  

WE CARE 

Our goal is to show love to those in our church family and extended friends who are 

dealing with sadness or the many trials that we face today. There are prayer shawls, 

lap blankets and baby blankets for you to take and share, both in the narthex and 

the mission corner. 

 

It is easy to become a part of this wonderful ministry by picking up one of the kits 

available and complete at home.  That’s the great thing about We Care, it gives us 

something to accomplish in our leisure time at home. 

 

JOIN us on the 2nd Tuesday of each month to see how you can help. Next meeting 

in the FLC is February 9, 2016 from 10-12 noon.  We can’t forget that  

  

Our hands serve Christ 

Janie Murrell 

GRIEF SHARE 

SUPPORT GROUP FORMING 

BEGINS FEBRUARY 5, 2016 

6-8 PM 

(main building, Rm. 5) 

Registration deadline: February 4th 

Register online at www.ebumc.net 

Questions may be directed to Kathy Murphy at 679-

5505 or to the church at 238-2359. 
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THANK YOU 

The Worship Team extends their heartfelt appreciation to those folks who created the Angels 
that graced the sanctuary entrance during the Christmas season. Thank you, Dale Terry and Bob 
Patton, for your financial support. Thank you, Bill Cary, for expertly cutting out the pieces, to Art 
Latimer for skillfully assembling them and transporting them to the church, and to Lee Kuklock 
for creating the anchor for stability.  

Linda Patton had an idea and you made it happen! 

 
Dear Ebenezer friends, 
Thank you for the beautiful cards, notes, visits and love that you have given me on my birthday 

recently. You made it indeed a very happy one, and my God bless you each and every one. 

Dorothy Davis 

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 

SERVICES 

“I remember today that I am dust, and 

to dust I will return. Yet I am marked 

with the cross of Christ, and I am his for-

ever. “ 

 

    Main Sanctuary 

     February 10th 

   Noon & 6:00 p.m. 

 

EBENEZER SPRING CRAFT &  

VENDOR SHOW 

April 16th 

10-3 

Event Coordinators: Athena Rhodes & Lisa 

Sorrentino 

Registration Form available at 

www.ebumc.net 

CONTACT: athenaeumc@gmail.com  

(757-748-4811) 

Check or cash must be received to secure 

space. 

$40 for Space 

$5 for Electricity (optional) or for Table 

(optional) 
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There is an upcoming opportunity in February and March for us to reach out with 
James River Community Church in service to Suffolk’s homeless community. 

 
James River Community Church (8909 Eclipse Dr.), Village Christian Fellowship and 
Ebenezer UMC are working together to provide homeless individuals and families a warm, 
hospitable, safe haven from the cold this winter. 
 
In this effort, with coordination by Coalition Against Poverty in Suffolk (CAPS), our three 
churches have been assigned the weeks of February 10

th
-17

th
 and March 2

nd
-9

th
.  JRCC will 

be hosting and asking VCF and EUMC to support the effort with volunteers and some cook-
ing. 
 
Each day, there will be various shifts which need volunteers.  These shifts are as follows 
with a brief description of tasks: 
 

 
 
 
 

February 10th-17th and March 2nd-9th 
 
6-10 pm:  Evening Shift – at least one male & female needed.  Intake/registration, call night/
morning crew, help with meal serving/cleanup, assemble lunch bags if necessary. 
 
6-8 pm:  Dinner Shift (7 pm) – provide dinner, serving, cleanup. 
 
8-9 pm:  Activity – games, Bible study, music entertainment. 
 
8-9 pm:  Laundry Pickup – pick up laundry for washing (multiple volunteers suggested). 
 
10 pm-2 am:  Night Shift – at least one male & female needed.  Families (when possible) are 
roomed together, separately from the other guests.   
 
2-8 am:  Morning Shift -  at least one male & female needed.  Help with meal serving/cleanup. 
 
5-7 am:  Breakfast Shift (6 am) –  provide breakfast, serving, cleanup. 
 
7-8 am:  Cleanup Shift -  Night Crew can leave when Cleanup Crew arrives.  Put up air mattresses 
and blankets and prepare area for guests’ arrival at 6 pm. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to volunteer for one of these shifts or help prepare 
meals, please contact Chris Keltner at 748-2949 or email at cokeltner@aol.com. 

HOMELESS OUTREACH IN SUFFOLK 



P a g e  7  

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Missions Corner 
Our next meeting:   

WEDNESDAY, February 17th 
7 PM 

in Room 127, FLC 
 

 
  

 

NOTICE:  MISSIONS MEETINGS NOW IN THE FLC 

ON THE 3RD WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH! 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

Ordering Deadlines for February 
 

Walk-In / Mail-In:  Wednesday, February 10th @ 2 PM 

Online ordering:  Wednesday, February 10th @ 11:59 PM 

Distribution:  Saturday, February 23rd from 10-11 AM 

 

Thank You…. 

To all who participated in this drive.  If you would 

like more information on this organization, please 

visit: 

www.hopecharitable.org 

www.ghrdiaperbank.org 

NEW YEAR DIAPER DRIVE 
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You are invited to come and worship  
the Lord through  

Prayer and  Thanksgiving on: 

  

    Tuesdays                      Wednesdays  Wednesdays  

    1:00-1:30 PM               6:00-6:30 AM  7-8:00 PM 

    Chapel, Rm 5                Sanctuary    Chapel, Rm. 5 

 

The following donations have been made to the Chancel Choir Music Fund: 

 In memory of Marjorie Thomas (mother of Karen Jennette) by the Ebenezer Chancel 

Choir 

 In memory of Sharon Shomaker (sister-in-law of Doug) by the Ebenezer Chancel 

Choir 

 In memory of LeRoy Baisden by the Ebenezer Chancel Choir and Al & JanEl Will 

A donation has been made to the Family Life Center capital fund in memory of Marshall & 

Millie Beale by Huntington Ingalls Industries in recognition of William Wagner and a be-

quest has been received from the estate of Alese Hazelwood. 

A donation was made to our Prayer Garden by Cathleen & Michael Moran and Lorraine  

Adams 

Donations have been made in honor of Beverly Parker by Anna Nash and Sherry White 

A donations has been made in honor of Vernon & Cheryl Lee by Kevin and Anne O’Brien 
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“One of you will betray me.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us at Ebenezer United Methodist Church  
for a daVinci inspired 

 

Living Last Supper 
 

Palm Sunday, March 20th 
9:30 AM & 11:00 AM  

in our Family Life Center 
 
 

Listen to the 12 apostles retell their understanding, self-doubts and relationship to 
Jesus.  Monologues are framed by the beautiful choral music of our amazing Chan-
cel Choir. 

Mark Your Calendars Now 
and share this with friends and neighbors! 
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Happenings to note 

 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—following the contemporary service! “Echo” is 
the Class...everyone gets a cool book to work with!!! 

 Next deposit for Summer Mission Trip is due February 29th—$100/person 

 Concession Stand help is needed (during Saturday basketball games); pro-
ceeds go to Youth Mission Trip. If you work some hours, credit goes to your 
account! (You need to sign up with Connie) 

 We will have a mission to demolition a pool form Ms. Veda’s yard. We will 
plan to do this in February if weather holds out. 

       

 

 
 

February 

Friday     5th —8pm—8am YOUTH IN-HOUSE RETREAT—”I AM” is Your Father... 
(This will be a Star Wars themed evening!!) 

Sunday   7th — NO YOUTH 

Sunday 14th— Valentine’s Day—Love you guys, but share your love with your 
families! 

Sunday 21st— 6-7:30pm Youth planning night—Mission trip—Calendar—mission 
events 

Sunday 28th— 6-7:30 Movie Night 

 

Y 

  0 

   U 

     T 

       H 

Questions?  Contact Connie Schau  

connie@ebenezerchurch.net 

mailto:connie@ebenezerchurch.net
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Children’s ministry 

Happy New Year! 

We are looking forward to some great events in the New Year! 

Sunday School News: 

The children will continue their Sunday school lessons but we will be taking a few minutes at each class 

to help the children learn how they can serve the community. They will watch inspiring videos on 

reaching out to those in need. We will welcome a few guests share stories. Our first mission will be a 

can food drive. The children will be asked to share a can of food at each class. We will have a desig-

nated spot to drop off food.  

Kid’s Praise: 

Children will began practice on February 14 during the first few minutes of Sunday school for special 

Easter music. 

Save the date: Spring Fling! 

On Saturday, March 26th from 10-12:00 we will invite the community to join us for 

a traditional Easter Egg Hunt. Some of the activities include, crafts, puppet 

show about the meaning of Easter, music, cupcake walk and, of course, the 

Easter Bunny!  

We are also very proud to have the local co-writers of an up and coming children’s 

book, “Connor the Courageous Cutter” join us. They will read this inspirational 

story to the children and sign copies of the book! The co-writers have been 

touring at gift shops, Barnes and Noble bookstores and around making special 

appearances. We are very proud to have them at this event to help teach chil-

dren about courage. 

The book will make the perfect Easter basket gift!! 

 

EUMC will host a Craft & Vendor Show scheduled for April 16.  The EUMC family will have first pick be-

fore it is made public to the community. This is a fundraiser for VBS.  Please e-mail Athena Rhodes 

athenaeumc@gmail.com for more information. Spaces are limited. 

 

Kick Club (TWEENS Group) will hang out January 31st- March 13th. Meet in the Family Life Center 11-

12:00. Kick Club kids learn scripture, play games and enjoy fellowship together!  

Athena Rhodes 

mailto:athenaeumc@gmail.com


 

 Wednesday, February 10, Ash Wednesday 

{Services at Noon and 6:00 p.m. in the main  

sanctuary} 

Sunday, February 14: 1)1st Sunday in Lent; 2) Boy 

Scout Sunday; 3) Valentine’s Day 

Monday, February 15, President’s Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for newsletter  submissions for the  

A P R I L issue is  

Friday, March 11, 2016. 

 

Send newsletter submissions to: 

sheila@ebenezerchurch.net 

 

Reminder:  All activities requiring the use of church  

facilities must be cleared through the church office.  

1589 Steeple Drive 

Suffolk, Virginia 23433 

 

Phone: (757) 238-2359 

Fax: (757) 238-7765 

E-mail: sheila@ebenezerchurch.net 

Join us in Worship! 

Sunday Worship  

              8:30 AM                     Traditional Worship 

              9:15 AM                     Coffee Fellowship (FLC) 

              9:30 AM                  Christian Education (all ages) 

              9:30 AM                  Contemporary Worship 

             10:30 AM                  Coffee Fellowship (Room 7) 

             10:40 AM                  Adult Christian Education 

             11:00 AM                  Traditional Worship 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 

Special Dates 

The Church that L O V EL O V E  is building...one life at a time. 

 

OPEN MINDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN DOORS” 
 

Please see your church directory for contact information for 

the following church staff or call the church office. 
Carl J. LeMon, Pastor (Traditional) 
carl@ebenezerchurch.net Cell: 334-6599 

Brent Seusy, Pastor (Contemporary)  
brent@ebenezerchurch.net Cell: 617-8007 

Connie Schau, Director of Youth & Preschool 
connie@ebenezerchurch.net Cell: 617-9889 

Athena Rhodes, Director of Primary Christian Ed. 
athenaeumc@gmail.com                                               Cell: 748-4811 

 Doug Shomaker, Director of Music 

 Linda Rodgers, Pianist 

 Connie Palmer, Organist 

 Pam Saks, Nursery Coordinator 

 Jeni Millikin, Director of Contemporary Worship 

 Brett Stoddard, Dir. Sound/Media, Contemporary  
                                        Worship   

            Chip McConnell, Asst. Dir., Sound/Media,  
                                          Contemporary Worship 

Contact the church office to reach these staff members. 

Sheila Smith, Administrative Assistant 

sheila@ebenezerchurch.net Office: 238-2359 

Office Hours  ||  9- 5  Monday thru Friday 

Our Staff 


