
Dear Family, 
 

In just over 6 months (June 25-26) we 
will be celebrating our 150th anniver-
sary.  I don’t think we can talk too much 
about what is going to happen.  

So here is a brief overview: 

First, on Saturday Night, June 25th, we 
begin with a “Looking Back” celebra-
tion. We are going to hear from those 
Ebenezerites that were brought up or 
have lived most of their lives or raised 
their children in this church and com-
munity by video. We will ask them what 
their dreams are for the future. 

We hope to have a young adult guest 
who was raised in this church and have 
them share what this church has meant 
to them. 

We hope to have our bulletin boards 
filled with photos from the past. 

We will hear from the Solid Rock Vocal 
Band and have lots of desserts. 

Sunday Morning, June 26th, we will be 
“Looking Forward”. We begin with a 
historical reenactment of our first ser-
vice as a church meeting in a brush ar-
bor at 9:30 a.m. Our first pastor, a cir-
cuit riding preacher, the Charles V. 
Bingley will be sharing his wisdom of 
what it takes to grow a church. 

At 10:30, we will have a combined wor-
ship service in the FLC. We will hear 
from our Praise Band and our Chancel 
Choir. Our guest preacher will be Dr. 

Joel LeMon, who grew up in Ebenezer 
Church. Following the worship service 
we will dedicate a 150th Anniversary 
Banner in the Sanctuary narthex. Then 
on the steps of the sanctuary, we will 
dedicate a time capsule and then we  
make our way out to our new prayer 
garden for a dedication ceremony. We 
will add one more stone to the 
Ebenezer Stones. 

We will then proceed into the FLC and 
have a catered lunch.  

You should have received a ‘Save the 
Date’ postcard; if not, give our office a 
call and get on our mailing list for this 
event. Yes, as our name says, “to this 
point God has helped us.” Our future is 
as bright as the promises of God and 
the love we have for each other. 

Pastor Carl 
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Please log onto  

Facebook to search 

“Ebenezer United  

Methodist Church” 

and LIKE our page for 

the latest updates. 

Contact Lou Pollard at 

lbpollard@aol.com to 

have your event  

added to our page. 

& 

BIRTHDAYS  

 19—Bill Cary  
 21—Buz Thomas 
 22—Janie Murrell 
         Cassidy Spencer 
 23—Cecil Wallace 
 24—Jana Nelhuebel 
          Steven Ange 
          Pastor Brent Seusy 
          Olivia Newman  
 25— Ann Vance 
          Gina Markle 
 26—Jocelyn Lamonea 
          Vickilynn Pabalan 
          Josie Ketten 
 27—Michael Edwards 
 28—Bill Dunning 
 29—Adrienne Corron 
         Stanley Dennis 

I n  T o u c h  

  

  1—Emma Harward 
         Pum Tep 
         Maxine Zimmerman 
  2—Michaela Banks  
  3—Cheryl LePore 
         Hunter Ward 
         Dorothy Davis 
         Linda Briley 
  4—Jeanette Voorhies  
        Sarah Smith 
        Kenly Smith 
  6—Betty Lamonea 
         Ava Sims 
         Elli Sims 
  7—Abbie Stopyra 
        Tammy Feldt  
  8—Jeff Davis 

        Rich Corey 
  9—Cameron Barnette 
 10—Scott Ange 
         Haley Saks 
         Ava Bowles 
         Nora Johnson 
         Kayleigh McQueen 
   Patti O’Brien 
         Bob Patton 
         Addison Spady 
 11— Lisa Bono 
          Rylee Bono 
 15—Parker Jennette  
 16—Willard Moger 
          Robbie Horton 
 17—Kait Bridgeforth 
          Nora Edwards 
 18—Dick Barry 

    
4—Aaron & Jamie Roehrs 

 

14– Michael & Cheryl LePore 
 

25—Dennis & Katherine Pearson 

30—Brian & Romelle Webber 

A donation was given in memory of Mary 
Gaskins by Pastor Carl LeMon. 

 

Donations were given in memory of LeRoy 
Baisden by Pastor Carl LeMon and Dennis & 
Margaret Gartman. 
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I n  T o u c h  

The JOY Club (50+) went to the Grand Illumination on 12/6/15, and it was such a 
nice day trip. The weather was mild and fireworks were worth the wait.  Seasons 
accommodated our group for dinner.  It was a really fun time.  Check the schedule 
below and see if you can’t plug into one of our activities. 
    
 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

January 9        ODU Women’s Basket; Ted Constance Center 
                              Women $5, Men $12, 
                              Reservations by 1/3/16   Janie Murrell   484-2054 
   
January 23          Mariner’s Museum, Newport News, VA 
       Cost: Seniors $12.95    with movie +$6.00; Meet at church at 1PM 
       Let Rich Corey know if you plan to attend.  (rcorey1@charter.net or 365-0134) 
 
February             Table Games    DAY    and     NIGHT  at church.  (Details to follow) 
 
March 12            Stop Hunger Now, FLC, EUMC 
 
April                    Live Play or movie (TBA) 
 
May                     Smithsonian, Washington DC— Overnight 

CLUB 

Just   Older   Youth 
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I n  T o u c h  

As I am working on our basketball season…I glanced up to see we have 180+ children in this 
program.  This number does not include the coaches add another 30, the referees, 10, the 
volunteers to help out  another 25…wow what a blessing this program is to both our 
Churches and the children of this area.   

 

At this point we are adding two ‘club teams’ of 6/7th grade boys and girls groups.  Non- 
coed.  This has been a program that has been asked for, for several years now…maybe this 
will work out. 

 

Please pray over these children and ask your congregations to pray over them as well.  It 
just really struck me how many lives we touch in one Saturday.  More than 500 people will 
cross the door of Ebenezer and Smithfield Baptist!  All playing and praying together…
growing their gifts.   

 

As well as the adults that are helping to run and form this program…that we all be repre-
sentatives of Christ! 

 

Just sayin’  :)  

God is good!!!  All the Time!!! 

 

Merry Christmas!!! 

Connie  

 

SHARING CHRIST THROUGH SPORTS... 
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I n  T o u c h  

BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS 

The new year is a good time to take a look at our faith life, so consider joining Lynne Hundley for 
a small-group study of the New Testament Letter to the Galatians, 6-7:30 p.m. Sunday evenings, 
starting Jan. 10, room 7 (in the office building). 

This is an informal discussion group digging into what the scripture meant then and what it 
means now. There’s no homework and all you need is a Bible (If you don’t have one, let us know 
and we’ll find one for you.) To reserve a spot (or if you have questions), contact Lynne, 
<LynneHundley222@gmail.com> or 757-238-2063. 

 HATE VS. LOVE 

Civil-rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. compared hate to “an unchecked cancer,” saying it “corrodes 
the personality and eats away its vital unity.” Unfortunately, the destructive force of hatred is often evi-
dent in nations, communities, families and even churches.  
 
The obvious — though not always easy — antidote to hatred is love. As The Message translation of 
Proverbs 10:12 states, “Hatred starts fights, but love pulls a quilt over the bickering.” The image of a 
comfy quilt symbolizes the soothing impact that loving words and actions can have on enemies as well 
as friends.  
 
Plus, it’s tough to share the gospel without showing love, which social reformer Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
called “the ‘open sesame’ to every soul.”  

mailto:LynneHundley222@gmail.com
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I n  T o u c h  

NEW YEAR 

DIAPER 

DRIVE 

The Missions Team is hosting a diaper drive during the month of January to go 
to local families who cannot afford to buy diapers for their babies. Specially 
marked containers will be set at the entrance of the FLC and the two entrances of 
the main building. Please donate unopened packages of diapers in those contain-
ers. Financial donations also accepted. Questions to Lou Pollard, 238-8237 or 
lbpollard@aol.com. 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 The Food Stamp Program and WIC do not cover the cost of diapers. 

 In poor and low-income families, a baby can spend a day or longer in one 

diaper, leading to potential health and abuse risks. 

 Most licensed day care centers do not accept cloth diapers and require 

parents and caregivers to provide a steady supply of disposable diapers. 

 An adequate supply of diapers can cost over $100 per month. 

 Without transportation, buying diapers at an inner city convenience store 

rather than a large retailer can double or triple the monthly cost for dia-

pers. 

 Most people living in poverty do not have affordable access to washing 

facilities. Furthermore, most coin-operated laundromats do not allow cus-

tomers to wash cloth diapers for health and sanitary reasons. 

THANK YOU to all who became angels to those 

on our Angel Trees this year. 

There is an upcoming opportunity in February and March for us 
to reach out with James River Community Church in service to 
Suffolk’s homeless community. 
 
This opportunity will involve, among other things, cooking and 
serving breakfast, lunch and dinner during the Coalition Against 
Poverty sponsored Winter Night Stay Program. 
 
More information will be released in the following weeks. 
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Ordering Deadlines for January 
  Mail-In:  Tuesday, Jan. 12 @ 2PM 

  Walk-In:  Wednesday, Jan. 13 @ 2PM 
  Online ordering:  Wednesday, Dec. 13 @ 11:59PM 
   EBT ordering:  Dec. 12 & 13—Call for appointment 

   Distribution:  Saturday, Dec. 23 from 10-11AM 

The Missions Corner 
Our next meeting:   

Thursday, January 7th 
7 PM in the FLC 
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I n  T o u c h  

 Below is information sent to us by our District Office on a Women’s Retreat sponsored by 

Virginia Beach UMC. 

If you wish to attend, you must go to www.vbumc.org to access the Registration Form. 

An address to mail your completed registration form and money should be found on their 

website.   
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I n  T o u c h  

Prayer Meetings 

You are invited to come and worship  
the Lord through  

Prayer and  Thanksgiving on: 

  

    Tuesdays                      Wednesdays  Wednesdays  

    1:00-1:30 PM               6:00-6:30 AM  7-7:55 PM 

    Chapel, Room 5           Sanctuary    Sanctuary 

BEFORE ALL ELSE FAILS... 
In Too Busy Not to Pray (InterVarsity Press), Bill Hybels cites reasons that prayers may seem to go 

unanswered (unconfessed sin, selfishness and so on). The most common cause, though, is prayer-

lessness: 

“People often tell me how they have attempted to address a pressing need,” Hybels writes. “they 

have gone to counselors, read self-help books, claimed biblical promises, practiced self-discipline, 

confided in Christian friends, practiced assertiveness or submission or self-denial or positive thinking, 

even read books about prayer—and their need is still not met.” But when asked if they’ve prayed 

“fervently and regularly” about the matter, the answer is usually no. 

James 4:2 says, “You do not have because you do not ask God.” So instead of thinking “When all else 

fails, pray,” try this: “Pray before all else fails.” 
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I n  T o u c h  

Calling all Youth in 6th grade and above… 

We are not just your boring old youth group! We gather to have fun, fellowship, 
share a song, play an ‘epic’ game of never-ending elimination, go on retreats to-
gether, have a 30-hour famine...we share a message or two with our friends 
while we share the love of Christ! 

We will work together as we serve at the Hope and Happiness dances, do what-
ever is needed around the church, basketball season, and have an awesome Sum-
mer Mission trip or two. 

We meet most Sundays from 5:30-7:00pm, but be sure to check the calendar 
posted in the youth room, as we also do many different things in a place of a 
meeting. 

Even if you can’t make all the meetings or come to Sunday school...you are still 
part of the Youth of Ebenezer and may be able to serve in different ways! Stay 
connected by sending Connie an email if you want to be included in her weekly 
emails! (connie@ebenezerchurch.net) Feel free to bring Your friends, too!!! 

Youth Sunday School Class  
Starting January 10th  

10:45ish -11:45 in the Soulfire Youth Room. (FLC) 

       

 

 
 

January 

Sunday 10th — Sunday school resumes 

                             Youth Group—5:30-7pm—Fun & Games—Holiday Coma  
                             Recovery 
 
Sunday 17th— No Youth Group 

Sunday 24th— Youth Movie Night 

Sunday 31st— Youth Group 

                           Mission this weekend—more info TBA 

 

Y 

  0 

   U 

     T 

       H 

Questions?  Contact Connie Schau or James Sorrentino 

connie@ebenezerchurch.net 

mailto:connie@ebenezerchurch.net
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I n  T o u c h  

Kid’s page 



 

January 1—New Year’s Day 

January 4—Epiphany Sunday 

January 6—Epiphany of the Lord 

January 10—Baptism of the Lord 
January 18-25—Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity 
January 18—Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s  

Birthday  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for newsletter  submissions for the  

F E B R U A R Y issue is  

Friday, January 8, 2016. 

 

Send newsletter submissions to: 

sheila@ebenezerchurch.net 

 

Reminder:  All activities requiring the use of church  

facilities must be cleared through the church office.  

1589 Steeple Drive 

Suffolk, Virginia 23433 

 

Phone: (757) 238-2359 

Fax: (757) 238-7765 

E-mail: sheila@ebenezerchurch.net 

Join us in Worship! 

Sunday Worship  

              8:30 AM                     Traditional Worship 

              9:15 AM                     Coffee Fellowship (FLC) 

              9:30 AM                  Christian Education (all ages) 

              9:30 AM                  Contemporary Worship 

             10:30 AM                  Coffee Fellowship (Room 7) 

             10:40 AM                  Adult Christian Education 

             11:00 AM                  Traditional Worship 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 

Special Dates 

The Church that L O V EL O V E  is building...one life at a time. 

 

OPEN MINDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN DOORS” 
 

Please see your church directory for contact information for 

the following church staff or call the church office. 
Carl J. LeMon, Pastor (Traditional) 
carl@ebenezerchurch.net Cell: 334-6599 

Brent Seusy, Pastor (Contemporary)  
brent@ebenezerchurch.net Cell: 617-8007 

Connie Schau, Director of Youth & Preschool 
connie@ebenezerchurch.net Cell: 617-9889 

Athena Rhodes, Director of Primary Christian Ed. 
athenaeumc@gmail.com                                               Cell: 748-4811 

 Doug Shomaker, Director of Music 

 Linda Rodgers, Pianist 

 Connie Palmer, Organist 

 Pam Saks, Nursery Coordinator 

 Jeni Millikin, Director of Contemporary Worship 

 Brett Stoddard, Dir. Sound/Media, Contemporary  
                                        Worship   

            Chip McConnell, Asst. Dir., Sound/Media,  
                                          Contemporary Worship 

Contact the church office to reach these staff members. 

Sheila Smith, Administrative Assistant 

sheila@ebenezerchurch.net Office: 238-2359 

Office Hours  ||  9- 5  Monday thru Friday 

Our Staff 


