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Thanksgiving Greetings! 

We are in the Thanksgiving season of the 

year. Early American leaders wisely real-

ized the importance of having a special day 

each year in which people could recount 

their blessings and express gratitude to 

God for all of His goodness. What are we 

thankful for? When we express our grati-

tude to God, it’s easy to focus on the quali-

ty of life and material prosperity that are 

wonderful to have but easy to lose. Good 

health is a great blessing, but it could be 

gone tomorrow. Into the most loving fami-

lies and friendships, death comes when we 

least expect it. Our table may be loaded 

with food today, but we could be out of 

work tomorrow and wondering about our 

next meal.  

However, there is still a reason why we 

should give our thanks to God and this is 

what we cannot lose. Apostle Paul says in 

Romans 8:35-39, 

   “Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or perse-

cution or famine or nakedness or danger 

or sword? As it is written: “For your sake 

we face death all day long; we are consid-

ered as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in 

all these things we are more than conquer-

ors through him who loved us. For I am 

convinced that neither death nor life, nei-

ther angels nor demons, neither the present 

nor the future, nor any powers, neither 

height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us 

from the love of God that is in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.” 

It is the knowledge that God loves us 

and God will never forsake us that 

gives us peace which the world can-

not take away from us. Because God 

loves us always, we can give our 

thanks to God in every circumstance. 

And it is true that it is not happy peo-

ple who are thankful, but thankful 

people who are happy.  

In this season of Thanksgiving I 

would like to invite you to a new ser-

mon series, “Rethink and Reset Our 

Priorities”. I hope and pray that 

through this sermon series we will 

learn how to put God first in our pri-

orities.  May God add His richest 

blessings to your life during this 

Thanksgiving season as you continue 

to look to Him as the source of all 

blessings. 

Blessings in Christ,  

Pastor Won 

Rethink and Reset Our Priorities 

Nov. 6 - “Setting the Right Priorities 

in Our Love”  

Nov. 13 - “Setting the Right Priorities 

in Our Treasure”  

Nov. 20 - “Setting the Right Priorities 

in Our Heart”  
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  3 — John & Stacy Sterner 

  5 — Pete & Nora Johnson 

  7 — Rick & Susan Zuerlein 

  8 — Randy & Melinda Shortridge 

17 — Dennis & Debra Bridgeforth 

25 — Marv & Shellie Carlin 

           Richard & Lillian Taylor 

Please log onto  

Facebook to search 

“Ebenezer United  

Methodist Church” 

and LIKE our page for 

the latest updates. 

Contact Lou Pollard at 

lbpollard@aol.com to 

have your event  

added to our page. 

I n  T o u c h  

  

 3 — Susan Zuerlein 
 4 — Janet Bronner 
 5 — Walt Wagner 
 6 — Lindalyn Dentel 
         Otto Flachsmann 
 7 — Brian Webber 
11 — Sherry Berkley 
          Colby Boyd 
          Clifford DeGraw 
          Connie Palmer 
 12 — Sheila McCaffity 
           Pat Powell 
           Roger Whitley 
13 — Richard Taylor 
           Chris Bowles 

19 — Deanna Cena 
           Lindsay Draughn 
           Nora O’Boyle 
           Rick Vroman 
21 — Connie Yow 
24 — Dave Dentel 
25 — Bea Moneypenny 
           Skylar Old 
26 — Ryan Corey 
28 — Penny Baisden 
           Marie Hurst 
           Joe Keltner 
30 — Paco Coyne 
          Trip Goolsby 
 

14 — Cathy Robertson 
15 — Sydney Garner 
           Don Hawkins 
16 — CoCo Cary 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REMINDER—Sunday, November 6th Day-

light Saving Time ends. 

 

Sooo...be sure to turn your clocks back 

one hour before you go to bed Saturday 

night. 
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Here is the SCOOP on the JOY Club’s final 

November 

  9 — Wednesday, 6:00 p.m. 
              Dinner at Smoke, Hampton 
           NEED A HEAD COUNT so sign-up with Rich Corey or Janie Murrell 
 
20 —  Sunday, 6:30 p.m. 
     Games and snacks in Rm. 7 (main building) 
 
December 
 
   3 — Saturday, 6-8:00 p.m. 
       Outreach activity — Hope & Happiness, FLC 
 Opportunity to support a beloved ministry. Come and mingle with  
            special young people and adults. 
 

If you have any questions or want to make a reservation, please call me at  
484-2054 (Janie Murrell) or call Rich Corey (365-0134). 
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Shoe Box Christmas Gifts 

 

November 6 deadline 
Purchase/collect items for shoe boxes 

November 6 
Join us for a packing party in the Family Life Center 

12:30 PM (pizza provided) 
Help us assemble the gift shoe boxes for children overseas. 

 
     Because boxes end up so heavy, shipping averages 

     $7.00/box.  If you would like to “adopt a box” and 

     pay for shipping, please make checks payable to  

     “EUMC” in increments of $7.00 and write “shoe  

     box” on Memo line. 

 

 



P a g e  5  

I n  T o u c h  

 
 

 

 

    Did you know that it is up to YOU?...to share the lap blankets and comfort shawls  
    available in the narthex cradle? The We Care ministry makes the blankets and shawls, but it is      
    the church family’s task to share them with friends and family who need  
    comfort and warmth in a difficult time. 
 
    Our next monthly meeting is November 12th at 10:00 in the FLC. We    
    welcome Karen Downer to the We Givers. Please think about joining us  
    each month. All of the projects can be done at home at your leisure. 
 
    Remember, we do our best when serving Christ. 
 
    ~Janie Murrell 
 
 
 
 

 
CHURCH-WIDE ADVENT STUDY— “Not a Silent 
Night—Mary looks back to Bethlehem” 

The season of Advent, which comes from the Latin word adventus meaning 
“coming” or “visit,” begins four Sundays before Christmas and ends on Christmas Eve. Advent is 
the beginning of the liturgical year for Christians. [Liturgical — from liturgy, which means the 
forms and functions of public worship.] 

Advent begins on Sunday, November 27, 2016. We will begin a church-wide Advent Study, “Not a 
Silent Night—Mary looks back to Bethlehem” by Adam Hamilton with some classes starting on 
November 27th.  
 
Starting Sunday, November 6, you will be given an opportunity to  sign up for one of the small 
groups meeting in various places at various times.  And, if you decide that you would like to facili-
tate a group in your home, neighborhood, or here at church but could not make the October 
30th training, please contact Pastor Won (won@ebenezerchurch.net) or call the church office, 
but do it quickly  to be sure you have all the materials you need to get started. 

WE CARE 
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DEADLINE IS NOVEMBER 6th 
 

 There are two ways you can help provide a Thanksgiving meal to a family: 

 1) PREPARE A FOOD GIFT BASKET/ BOX with a turkey and/or ham and all the fix-

ings and bring it to the church between 9am and 11am on Saturday, November 19, 2016.  

           2) ORDER A THANKSGIVING BOX or other boxes, through OneHarvest (OH), by 

placing an order using the OneHarvest menus from sign-up tables and bulletins.  These 

boxes will be delivered directly to the church, by OH, on Saturday, November 19th. 

 Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex and FLC.  Please include your Name, phone num-

ber and email address when you sign up.  Please also take the corresponding Family Tag as 

a reminder and to identify your delivered basket or box and extras. 

 Questions may be directed to Berni Harris at lexburnie@aol.com or 718-0076 and 

Chris Keltner at cokeltner@aol.com or 748-2949. 

 Thank you for your radical generosity! Your Missions Team 

Bountiful Blessings Outreach 
Thanksgiving for those in need! 

Since there will never cease to be some in 
need on the earth, I therefore command you, 
Open your hand to the poor and needy neigh-
bor in your land.  
 
- Deuteronomy 15:11  

mailto:lexburnie@aol.com
mailto:cokeltner@aol.com
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 The Missions Corner 
Our next meeting:   

Wednesday, November 16th at 7 PM 
in FLC Room 127  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

Ordering Deadlines for November 
Mail-In:  Tuesday, 11/8 @ 2 PM 

Walk-In:  Wednesday, 11/9 @ 2 PM 
Online ordering:  Wednesday, 11/9 @ 11:59 PM 
EBT ordering: 11/8 & 11/9 Call for appointment 

Distribution:  Saturday, 11/19 from 10-11 AM 
 

 

It’s Angel Tree time again! 
 

Sunday, November 6th thru Sunday, December 
4th  

(All gifts must be returned by December 4th!) 
 

All of our children’s names will come from the Suffolk branch of 
the Salvation Army (these gifts are not to be wrapped). 
 

For the children from the Salvation Army, simply sign out your 
angel(s), purchase the gifts and leave a gift receipt and the  
angel inside the bag with your purchases. Securely tie or tape 
the bag shut, and leave it underneath the tree. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: If you take an angel off the tree in the main 
building, please place your gift(s) under that tree; if you take an 
angel off the tree in the FLC, your gift(s) should be placed under 
that tree. THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT!  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Athena Rhodes at  
238-2359 or Sharon Hawkins at 538-8999. 
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You are invited to come and worship  
the Lord through  

Prayer and  Thanksgiving on: 

  

                Tuesdays                        Wednesdays  

                           1:00-2:00 PM                      6:00-6:30 AM   

                           Chapel, Rm 5                          Sanctuary     

IN MEMORIAM 

The following donations have been made to the Memorial Fund: 

  In memory of Marge Utterback by Anne Ransdell  

Ebenezer 101 

What Does It Mean to Be United Methodist? 

 

  You are invited to join us for a three-week class where you will discover  
  answers about our denomination and our church in a friendly environment. 
  This class does not commit you to becoming a member. 
 
  When?   3 Sundays—November 6, 13, & 20 
  Time?     12:00 p.m. in the Family Life Center 
  Lunch?    Pizza will be provided. 
  Childcare?   Available upon request. 
  How do I sign up?   Call the church office (238-2359) or email 
                                                                   sheila@ebenezerchurch.net 
 
  For more information or to request childcare, please contact Kathy Murphy 
  at kbanks63@hotmail.com 



P a g e  9  

I n  T o u c h  

 
 

The Ebenezer Chancel Choir, Ensemble & Guest Musicians invite you to an  
evening of Light and music. 

 

Join us for our annual Christmas program: 
 

Sunday, December 11th – 3 PM 
Monday, December 12th – 7 PM 
Tuesday, December 13th – 7 PM 

 

Reception following each performance in our 
Family Life Center 

 
Help those who are food insecure in our community. 

Bring a can or box item for our Food Pantry! 
 
 

   I will always have hope; I will praise thee more and more. 
Psalm 71:14 NIV 
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Soulfire YOUTH Calendar – November/December 

Nov. 6th  – MOVIE NIGHT  5pm-7:30pm (Pizza too!) 

Nov. 13th – SKATE NIGHT – 5:15-7:15pm at Smithfield Skate   

Nov. 20th -Youth Group 5:30-7pm – Youth Thanksgiving Dinner,   bring a side! 

Nov. 27th - no youth.  Enjoy your Thanksgiving with your families!!!  

Dec. 3rd - HOPE and Happiness!  6-9pm 

Dec. 11th Youth attend Christmas Choir concert/dinner 

DEC 18th Youth Christmas Party – Bonfire, s’mores and Caroling in the neighbor-

hood!!  5-7:30pm. 

No Youth Programs until Jan 8th!  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!! 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Confirmation classes will begin January 15th for all youth 5th 

grade and up that would like to learn more about their faith, what it 

means to be a Methodist and a MEMBER of the church.  See Connie if 

you want to be a part of this program! 

 

Y 

  0 

   U 

     T 

       H 
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CELEBRATING 10 YEARS of  Upward Basketball & Cheerleading at Ebenezer!!! 
Registration now open!  (K-8th grade) 
 
It’s that time of year!   Registration is open for children in grades K-8th grade.  Practice will begin the week of 
January 3 and the season will run through March 10th.  We are partnering with Smithfield Baptist Church 
again which promises to be another great league.  The churches will be home sites for specific teams…but 
games will be played at both facilities.  Coaches, Referees and scorekeepers are needed! 
 

Cost : $75 for Basketball, $75 for Cheerleading. 
                   Registration Deadline : Dec 4th  Space is limited. 
 

NEW this year…Coaches draft will take place on Sat. Dec 10!  If you want or are willing to coach you need to 
plan to be here or we will draft a team for you!  Parents will be asked to honestly rate their child on their own 
registration forms.  There will be no skills and drills evaluation. 
Please contact Connie Schau if you are willing to coach or co-coach a team!!!! 
For more information contact Connie Schau 238-2359. 

 

 

 

 Kick Club will meet 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month- Get ready to learn some new Bible 
verses, play games and eat yummy snacks!  

 TWEENS Bible Study in progress on Thursday nights from 6:00-7:00 in the FLC...come and 

bring a friend, but please let me know if you are interested so I can have your book and folder 
ready. It is okay if you can not make all classes, let me know if you are coming by e-mail 
(athenaeumc@gmail.com). 
 

 November 6th  will be the packing of the Operation Christmas Child boxes. This is a Packing 
Pizza Party! We need lots of helping hands of all ages for this event. We will begin after the 9:30 
service and continue until 1:00. 

 Substitute teachers needed for children's Sunday School. Please let me know if I can add 
your name to the list. 

  I am looking for someone who enjoys music to help teach the children a couple of Christ-
mas songs for the Christmas Eve services. We will just take a few minutes at the beginning of the 
Sunday class to practice starting November 6th. If you can assist please let me know. 

 Sunday November 27th I will have children's Advent activities during the decoration of the 
FLC. Kids will make Christmas ornaments and decorate Christmas cookies. We will also have 
Christmas Story Telling, "Mary's Treasure Box"  will be our very special  featured story! 

Need more info? Contact: Athena Rhodes athenaeumc@gmail.com or 757-748-4811 

mailto:athenaeumc@gmail.com
mailto:athenaeumc@gmail.com


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for newsletter  submissions for the  

D e c e m b e r  issue is  

Friday, November 11, 2016. 
 

Send newsletter submissions to: 

sheila@ebenezerchurch.net 
 

Reminder:  All activities requiring the use of church  

facilities must be cleared through the church office.  

 

1589 Steeple Drive 

Suffolk, Virginia 23433 

 

Phone: (757) 238-2359 

Fax: (757) 238-7765 

E-mail: sheila@ebenezerchurch.net 

Join us in Worship! 

Sunday Worship  

              8:00 AM                     Traditional Worship 

              9:15 AM                     Coffee Fellowship (FLC) 

              9:30 AM                  Christian Education (all ages) 

              9:30 AM                  Contemporary Worship 

              10:45 AM                  Adult Christian Education 

             11:00 AM                  Traditional Worship 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 
The Church that L O V E  is building...one life at a time. 

 

OPEN MINDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN DOORS” 
 

Please see your church directory for contact information for 

the following church staff or call the church office. 
 
Won Lee, Pastor 
won@ebenezerchurch.net                          Cell: 540-395-4331 
 
Connie Schau, Director of Youth & Preschool 
connie@ebenezerchurch.net                Cell: 617-9889 

Athena Rhodes, Director of Primary Christian Ed. 
athenaeumc@gmail.com                                     Cell: 748-4811 

 

 Doug Shomaker, Director of Music 

 Linda Rodgers, Pianist 

 Connie Palmer, Organist 

 Pam Saks, Nursery Coordinator 

 Jeni Millikin, Director of Contemporary Worship 

 Brett Stoddard, Dir. Sound/Media, Contemporary  
                                        Worship   

Contact the church office to reach these staff members. 

Sheila Smith, Administrative Assistant 

sheila@ebenezerchurch.net Office: 238-2359 

Office Hours  ||  9- 5  Monday thru Friday 

Our Staff 

Pray! 

Pray! 

Pray! 
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